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ness. Though Ba is not always weeping and grieving over my ill-
ness, yet I know that her soul is in torment. What should I do
under such circumstances? The question can have only one ans-
wer. Without detracting ever so little from my vow, I should
adopt a liberal attitude wherever possible and allow myself some
freedom. I shall stop here today. There are many other argu-
ments, but I have placed only the main one before you. If my
argument does not satisfy you, and if you still see weakness in
my action, do let- me have your criticism. If you do so, more-
over, after consulting others, I shall be happy indeed. Even if
your criticism appears just to me, for the present I shall conti-
nue taking milk. Do not, therefore, hesitate out of fear that I
might give it up,

I am very glad that you teach Manibehn1 with care. If
we could place all our women in the forefront, we would produce
big results.

[From Gujarati]
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January 21, 1919

CHI.  BALT2,

I have your letter. My health continues to be so-so. For four
days I suffered torments because of piles. Yesterday the doc-
tor operated upon them, so now I shall know whether I get relief.
The children are enjoying themselves. The day before yesterday,
we allowed them to go with Kumi3. We don't allow them to go
at night and sleep at her place. There was a letter from Harilal
in which he says that the place where the children sleep should
not be changed. You both feel very unhappy because I cannot
make arrangements for the children as desired by you; all the
same, I feel constrained to refuse to send the children over to you,
even if I have to be cruel in the process. It is absolutely necessary
for them not to have to change the place too often. A tutor has
also been engaged to teach them from tomorrow. As a result of

1 Addressee's wife
2 & 3 Sisters-in-lavv of Efarilal Qarjcjhi